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Mauricetown  is  located  in  Cumberland  County, 
New  Jersey  along  the  Maurice  River;  about  five 
miles  north  of  Delaware  Bay  and  48  miles  south 
of  Philadelphia. 

When  the  Dutch  were  exploring  Delaware  Bay 
in  1657,  they  ventured  up  a  tidal  river  and  ran 
aground  in  their  boat,  the  "Printz  Mauritis."  The 
boat  was  abandoned  but  much  later  its  name  was 
anglicized  and  given  to  the  river . 

The  first  colonial  settler  along  this  part  of  the 
Maurice  River  was  John  Petersen,  a  Swede,  who 
arrived  about  1730.  The  settlement  prospered  due 
to  the  demand  for  cordwood  and  cedar  logs.  Possibly 
two  houses  in  Mauricetown  remain  from  the  1700's: 
the  Nelson  Haley  house  on  Second  Street  and  the 
David  Lore  house  on  Mauricetown-Buckshutem  Road. 
These  were  simple  houses  with  frames  of  hand-hewn 
timbers  connected  with  mortise  and  tenon  joints. 

About  1810  three  brothers  by  the  name  of  Compton 
from  New  England  moved  here  and  became  proprietors 
of  the  village.  They  layed  out  streets  and  sidewalks, 
planted  shade  trees,  and  surveyed  and  sold  lots.  The 
name  of  the  village  became  Mauricetown  in  1812.  Each 
of  the  three  brothers  had  a  house  on  Front  Street  built 
by  Flagg  Bacon,  a  contractor  who  had  also  come  to 
Mauricetown  from  New  England  .  New  England  influence 
is  apparent  in  the  houses  of  this  period.  The  overall 
proportions  and  details  such  as  the  doorway  of  the 
David  Compton  house  on  Front  Street  are  reminiscent 
of  New  England  architecture. 

Shipyards  in  Mauricetown  built  boats  to  carry 


the  cordwood  .  They  also  built  oyster  boats 
for  Delaware  Bay  and  coastal  schooners  which 
carried  cargo  along  the  eastern  Atlantic  coast 
from  Newfoundland  to  South  America.   By  the 
second  half  of  the  19th  century,  shipping  had 
become  a  very  profitable  business  for  those 
willing  to  accept  the  risks.  Architecturally, 
this  was  the  Victorian  era  in  America  and  the 
newly  constructed  homes  reflected  both  the 
prosperity  of  Mauricetown  and  the  architectural 
preferences  of  the  times.   Mansard  roofs,  bay 
windows,  gingerbread,  and  cast  iron  porches 
were  abundant.    (Many  of  the  iron  porches  and 
fences  in  Mauricetown  were  sold  for  scrap  during 
the  Depression.)   Several  older  homes  were 
"Victorianized";    e.g.,  the  Ichabod  Compton,  Jr. 
house  on  Front  Street.  The  Mauricetown  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  built  at  this  time  and  in  1921 
a  memorial  window  in  the  church  was  dedicated  to 
the  22  captains  and  mates  from  Mauricetown  who 
had  lost  their  lives  at  sea. 

Most  of  the  buildings  shown  in  this  guide  are 
private  homes  .   Please  do  not  invade  the  owner's 
privacy  by  walking  on  his  grounds  or  seeking 
admission  to  his  home.   The  name  given  for  each 
building  is  the  original  owner  or  the  earliest 
known  owner  .  No  attempt  was  made  to  include 
every  building  of  architectural  or  historic  interest 
in  Mauricetown  on  this  pictorial  map.   The  buildings 
not  pictured  here  are  of  no  less  importance  to  the 
overall  historic  quality  of  Mauricetown. 
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These  following  listings  also  represent  historic 
structures  but  were  not  suggested  for  inclusion 
in  the     Pictorial  Guide    until  after  the  final 
drawings  and  layout  were  completed. 

No.   43  -  Charles  Bacon  -  before  1862 

44  -  George  Compton  -  1820 

45  -  Benjamin  Haley  -  circa  1880 


The  preparation  of  this  guide  was  financed  in  part 
through  a  Comprehensive  Planning  Grant  from  the 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development. 
CPA-NJ-02-16-1015 


